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BROWNBACK INTRODUCES THIRD-
GENERATION WIRELESS INTERNET ACT

 
WASHINGTON – U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback today introduced the Third-Generation Wireless

Internet Act of 1999.  The bill would prevent the FCC from applying the current spectrum cap imposed
upon commercial mobile wireless services to new spectrum auctions.

“The popularity of wireless services has far exceeded expectations,” Brownback said.  “More
people purchase wireless phones every month, and the duration of calls is growing rapidly as per-minute
rates decline.  

“While the popularity of wireless has increased, the Internet has become a mass-market
phenomenon.  Flat-rate Internet-usage plans have lured millions of Americans online.  Broadband
services have increased the Internet applications available to consumers and drastically reduced the
amount of time necessary to access information online.

“Now, we are witnessing the marriage of the wireless and Internet crazes.  Wireless Internet
access presents consumers with the opportunity to access the Internet anywhere and anytime.

“With wireless access, consumers will no longer be dependent upon personal computers to reach
the Internet.  However, wireless Internet access will only become a mass-market phenomenon when
consumers can obtain wireless broadband services that provide the bandwidth necessary to download
information from the Internet on a hand-held device at reasonable speeds.

“Third-generation wireless services represent the first wave of truly broadband mobile services. 
Third-generation services should enable wireless users to achieve speeds of up to 384 kilobits per
second.  But, to ensure the rapid deployment of third-generation services, Congress needs to provide
wireless carriers with the ability to purchase additional spectrum at future FCC auctions, which many
carriers cannot do under the current FCC policy.

“Manufacturers are hesitant to produce equipment for third-generation applications, and wireless
carriers are unable to roll out third-generation services, because wireless carriers do not have enough
spectrum to offer true third-generation services.  Consumers have an opportunity to have wireless
high-speed access to the Internet.  But until there is regulatory certainty that carriers will be able to
obtain the spectrum necessary to offer third-generation services, consumers will have to wait before they
can have a mobile on-ramp to the information superhighway,” Brownback said.
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